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(57) ABSTRACT 

An improved system and method of providing bandwidth on 
demand for an end user and/or enterprise is disclosed. The 
method includes: sending a request from the user to a control 
system for a quality of connection service for a specific time 
limit and either a specific bandwidth or a codec type, wherein 
the request also includes a source address and a destination 
address, optional service type and optional video and/or voice 
codec negotiation; and determining whether the request will 
be approved or denied, wherein if the request is approved, 
reserving resources for a transmission of information of the 
specified bandwidth for the specified time from the source 
address to the destination address. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD OF PROVIDING 
BANDWIDTH ON DEMAND 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

2 
sensitive to any packets (or frames) which may be lost in the 
transmission (0.0001 % packet loss is the preferred quality for 
video transmission). 

This application claims priority to and benefit ofU.S. Pro
visional Application Ser. No. 601796,660, filed May 2, 2006, 
entitled: IMPROVED SYSTEM AND METHOD OF PRO-

10 

Multi-Protocol Label Switching (MPLS) was developed to 
overcome some of the traffic engineering constraints of the IP 
protocols. MPLS allows operators to engineer a core network 
that aggregates traffic from IP, ATM, Frame Relay or even 
time-division voice domains, across a common packet core 
network. MPLS network operators can pre-define label 
switch paths, and ensure that virtual private network traffic is 
delivered on specific routes to achieve guaranteed quality of VIDING BANDWIDTH ON DEMAND, by inventor Kathy 

McEwen. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to communications 
systems, and specifically to an improved system and method 
of providing guaranteed bandwidth on demand for an end 
user and/or enterprise. 

Internet protocol (IP) networks were designed to handle 
any traffic, on any port, at any time. The goal was to utilize as 
many computing platforms as were available across a consor
tium of universities, governments and industries willing to 
share information (Reference IETF RFC 791 Internet Proto
col Darpa Internet Program Protocol Specification, Septem
ber 1981). 

With these goals in mind, each of the computing platforms, 

service levels (See IETF RFC 2702, Requirements for Traffic 
Engineering over MPLS). 

MPLS standards have expanded to include point-to-multi-
15 point multicasting (Reference IETF 4461: Signaling 

Requirements for Point-to-Multipoint Traffic-Engineered 
MPLS Label Switched Paths (LSPs)), and resource reserva
tion protocols (Reference IETF RFC 3209, RSVP-TE: Exten
sions to RSVP for LSP Tunnels and RFC 4420) that dynami-

20 cally utilize bandwidth across the core thus enabling less 
expensive transport for video broadcast traffic. The multi cast
ing protocol enables construction of a distribution tree that 
replicates packets only at the branch points, rather than from 
the origination point. Now referring to FIG. 4, a stream of 

25 packets can begin at a single source point in the IP domain, 
and traverse across an MPLS packet network starting at a 
point 400, following a controlled path to a specific router at 
point 402, bypassing any un-necessary MPLS routers like 
point 404. The Originating MPLS Router can utilize the or routers, were originally designed to be ad-hoc in nature. 

That is, they broadcast on each of their ports, the routing and 
cost to send a packet to itself. Each manufacturer of these 
routers defined their own concept of cost and its associated 
value. As a result of IP' s original design goals, the path that a 
packet takes from origin to destination is completely unpre
dictable. In the example in FIG. 1, a user is attempting to send 

35 
IP video packets streaming from a source 100 to a destination 
102, but the originator can not predict nor control how those 
packets will be transported across an IP network 104, nor can 
the originator even assume that all the packets streamed 
through the network 104 will take the same path to reach the 

40 
destination 102. An IP router can not plan how a packet (or 
stream of packets) will reach its destination, nor can routers 
plan how many other routers will transmit the packet. Ittakes, 

30 point-to-multipoint multicasting capabilities of MPLS, to 
instruct MPLS Router 402 to multicast the traffic to another 
user connected to MPLS Router 406. MPLS also expanded to 
include a Fast-Reroute method, which allows for a 50 milli
second route recovery in the event of a link failure, compa
rable to that of optical SONET networks. These attributes 
make MPLS the technology of choice for core network video 
transport today. 

However, MPLS does not readily extend to the customer 
premises locations, as its focus has been on core packet trans
port aggregation, enabling controlled routing and quality of 
assurance through the packet transport. Also, MPLS was 
developed around the concept of delivering enterprise virtual 
private networking; thus much of the protocols and methods 
of packet quality assurance in MPLS require the utilization of on average, anywhere from 10 to 20 or more routers to send a 

packet across the internet today. 

Now referring to FIG. 2, every router stops each incoming 
packet to determine whether it is allowed, its class of service, 
how to route it, and then, because they are processing so many 
unpredictable packet sizes/rates, they must queue the packets 
at both the ingress 200 and egress 202 ports, and possibly 
even at the internal switching matrix 204. A typical IP router 
architecture includes packet switching matrices 204, intelli
gent routing processors 206, and large memory queues at the 
ingress 200 (incoming) and egress 202 (outgoing) ports, as 
well as at a centralized interconnect level to move packets 
from one ingress port card to a different egress port card. With 
so much queuing and processing on each packet, packets may 
be lost or delayed beyond video services quality tolerance. 

The services that may be delivered on broadband are many, 
ranging from real-time critical applications for communica
tion purposes: video calling, multi-player gaming, telemedi
cine, television studio broadcast interviews, and high-defini
tion news multicasting to name a few. These examples and a 
few others are listed in FIG. 3. These real time critical appli
cations are very sensitive to any delay and for any that may 
include video or gaming frames, very sensitive to any vari
ance in the delay. Applications which include video are also 

45 a virtual Local Area Network (LAN). 
Although IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS) standard pro

tocols evolved to try to address handling real-time multime
dia streams across the IP packet domain, these standards have 
largely focused on enabling the streaming services as an 

50 overlay solution across existing IP network domains, without 
addressing any changes to the IP or MPLS routing architec
tures. Quality assurance requires managing the services end 
to end, from customer access point to access point. In addi
tion, IMS standards were intended to be access agnostic, so 

55 the customer premises access point standards have been sepa
rately handled by various wireless (CDMA, GSM, UMTS, 
WiFi, WiMax, etc.) and wireline (Cable, DSL and Fiber, etc.) 
access standards. 

Recently, focus for broadband applications has moved 
60 away from IMS to an evolution of these protocols within the 

3GPP organization called TISPAN (Telecommunications & 
Internet Converged Services and Protocols for Advanced Net
working). TISPAN intends to include methods for handling 
resource allocation and quality assurance, but again does not 

65 address the elements that sit within the customer premises to 
network access domain, leaving those up to the other stan
dards bodies governing the various access types. 
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For the current broadband services deployments taking 
place, broadband network operators are utilizing mechanisms 
like the IEEE 802.1 p bit marking to differentiate the service 
classes, and route traffic accordingly. Now referring to FIG. 5, 
the current services, comprising legacy public switched voice 
500, video 502 and best-effort internet 504 access are served 
by existing network components, interconnected to the access 
networks via ATM, IP or IP/MPLS routers 506 and/or optical 
multiplexing solutions 508. Consumers and/or enterprises 
510 connect via an access network 512, broadband or nar- 10 

rowband, to the services domain through access network 
equipment such as DSL Access Multiplexors (DSLAMs ), 
Fiber Optic Access (such as Optical Line Terminals-OLTs) 
and various other access technologies. Services are delivered 
with assurance by interconnecting to the consumers via the 15 

broadband access network utilizing technologies such as 
IEEE 802.1 p bit defined service types. There are 8 p bits to 
differentiate service type-thus only 8 service classes. This is 
insufficient to cover a multitude of service offerings that may 
all require high quality broadband connections. 20 

Today, the only quality video transport with assurance that 
operators can use are dedicated line, virtual private network
ing services. Each new service that requires a high quality 
packet transport requires a separate virtual private network. 
This does not allow for dynamic bandwidth allocation and 25 

utilization-thus it does not economically scale across mul
tiple services or across multiple users. An example of is 
illustrated in FIG. 6. 

4 
FIG. 3 is a diagram of Sample Broadband Applications 

Quality Requirements; 
FIG. 4 is a diagram ofMPLS Traffic Engineering and Point 

to Multipoint Multi casting; 
FIG. 5 is a diagram ofa Broadband Access Network; 
FIG. 6 is a diagram of Multiple Services Offered with 

Quality across Broadband Network Domains; 
FIG. 7 is a diagram of a Controller and Portal Solution in 

the Access Network; 
FIG. 8 is a diagram of a Controller and Portal Solution; 
FIG. 9 is a diagram of a Controller and Portal Distributed 

Deployment; 
FIG.10 is a diagram of a Controller and Portal End-to-End 

Network Solution; and 
FIG. 11 is a diagram of a Controller and Portal Architec

tural Solution. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present disclosure can be described by the embodi-
ments given below. It is understood, however, that the 
embodiments below are not necessarily limitations to the 
present disclosure, but are used to describe a typical imple
mentation of the invention. 

The present invention provides an improved unique system 
and method of providing bandwidth on demand for an end 
user and/or enterprise. It is understood, however, that the 
following disclosure provides many different embodiments, 
or examples, for implementing different features of the inven-

30 tion. Specific examples of components, signals, messages, 
protocols, and arrangements are described below to simplify 
the present disclosure. These are, of course, merely examples 
and are not intended to limit the invention from that described 

Video transmission requires compression in order to effec
tively utilize the available broadband bandwidth across 
packet domains. Currently there are numerous different 
methods for encoding the video, some standardized and some 
are proprietary. Many existing video communication solu
tions today utilize proprietary mechanisms, which are incom
patible across multi-vendor and access domains. Addition- 35 

ally, the video compression methods vary greatly in the 
bandwidth they require to transport the video in real-time
some solutions are as low as 64 kbps up to 300 Mbps. The 
bandwidth required can vary based on the codec type and the 
quality type compressed within the codec type. For example, 40 

MPEG-4 (Motion Picture Experts Group-4) defines methods 
to combine and encode video with sound and text, including 
the encoding of Standard Definition and High Definition. 

Therefore, what is needed is an improved method and 
system of delivering guaranteed high bandwidth applications 45 

to an end user and/or enterprise end to end. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

in the claims. Well known elements are presented without 
detailed description in order not to obscure the present inven
tion in unnecessary detail. For the most part, details unnec-
essary to obtain a complete understanding of the present 
invention have been omitted inasmuch as such details are 
within the skills of persons of ordinary skill in the relevant art. 
Details regarding control circuitry described herein are omit
ted, as such control circuits are within the skills of persons of 
ordinary skill in the relevant art. 

The invention involves taking a distributed approach to 
handling bearer packets, with a physically separated control
ler and managed portal platform. The Controller handles sig
naling, routing, dynamic bandwidth admission control, codec 
(video and/or voice) negotiation, end-to-end quality assur
ance, session management, subscriber data, billing, provi
sioning and associated operational functions. The Portal 

50 handles the packet bearer transport with the admission con
trol and routing instructions given by the separate physical 
Controller. The invention fits at the access and/or in the core 
network. Connections can be made between consumers, 

The invention follows the access and core network stan
dards, while combining the missing elements necessary to 
build a public switched visual network. The invention enables 
access providers to offer end-to-end high quality visual com
munications services by dynamically utilizing network band
width and resources, to offer many services to end users. In 55 

addition, the invention enables the aforementioned services 
to be billed in real-time. 

Therefore, in accordance with the previous summary, 
objects, features and advantages of the present disclosure will 
become apparent to a person of the ordinary skill in the art 60 

from the subsequent description and the appended claims 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

enterprises and/or content providers. For example, consumer 
to business, business to consumer, consumer to consumer, 
business to business, consumer to content provider, business 
to content provider, content provider to consumer, content 
provider to business, and content provider to content pro
vider. 

Now referring to FIG. 7, the current services, comprising 
legacy public switched voice 700, video 702 and best-effort 
internet access 704 will continue to be served by the existing 
network components, interconnected to the access networks 
706 as they are today via ATM, IP or IP/MPLS routers 708 

FIG.1 is a diagram representing IP Routing In-efficiencies; 
FIG. 2 is a diagram of a typical IP Router Architecture; 

65 and optical multiplexing solutions 710. The Controller 712 
and Portal 714 are introduced at the central office 716, in 
similar locations as edge IP/MPLS aggregation routers 708. 
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The Controller 712 and Portal 714 delivers high quality band
width on demand services 705. For example, video and gam
ing applications, can interconnect to the consumers 718 via 
the access network 706. 

6 
Controller 900 in real-time, and notifies the Controller 900 if 
a user's traffic terminates or exceeds allowance. The Portal 
902 does not perform new routing on any packet, and only 
acts on the information provided by the controller 900. If any 
packets are received on any port at the Portal 902, which are 
arriving from a user that has not been authorized to use it, then 
those packets are discarded without prejudice. If an autho
rized user should exceed the limit authorized, the Controller 
900 is informed, and an alarm is raised. The Controller 900 

The Controller 712 accepts requests from an originating 
end-point to access the network with a high quality connec
tion dynamically. The Controller 712 then negotiates across 
the network with the terminating end-point(s) to set up the 
connection, and ensures interoperability of service type (if 
used) and video codec type, and quality bandwidth reserva
tion end-to-end. 

10 determines whether the user who is exceeding their limit 
should be disconnected, or allowed to continue, and instructs 
the Portal 902 according to a pre-set time limit. The Control
ler 900 contains a completely integrated bandwidth/portal 
admission control, routing and element management solu-

Instead of trying to introduce a new class of service type for 
each additional high quality service and content provider at 
the access edge (See FIG. 6), one class of service type is 
introduced to cover all high quality services (See FIG. 7). 
Then all traffic requesting this service type is routed to an 
access Controller 712 and Portal 714 for handling. Alterna
tively, if the broadband access provider does not want to 
provision a specific class of service for the Controller and 
Portal for handling, a consumer may signal directly to the 20 

Controller and Portal. 

15 tion, which tracks, manages, and bills for all usage (Control
ler 900 plus its subordinate Portals 902). Furthermore, the 
maximum limit of Portals 902 to Controller 900 is determined 
based on the aggregate subscriber usage capacity across all 
Portals 902. 

Now referring to FIG. 8, when one dynamic video or band
width user wants to connect to another, they simply dial a 
directory number or IP address or web page to request a 
connection on demand. The Controller 800 will receive the 25 

Now referring to FIG. 10, the Controller 1000 and Portals 
1002 serve the access networks at the access locations, which 
are near consumers, businesses, and/or near to content pro
viders. The Controller 1000 and Portal 1002 interconnect to 
each other and any other platforms, which could be via exist
ing IP/MPLS routers or multiplexing equipment or other 
transport connection mechanisms. The consumers 1004, 
1006 are connected directly to the Controller 1000 and Portal 
1002 across the access. Content providers, back-office provi
sioning, billing and element management systems intercon-

request, including bandwidth required and if video, a video 
codec type and a service type tag (if applicable) for billing 
purposes, and determine from its embedded subscriber data
base whether the user is authorized to use the bandwidth, 
video type and service or not, how to bill them, and whether 
the destination party can be reached. 

The Controller 800 and Portal 802 are interconnected to 
each other and to content providers. The Controller 800 and 
Portal 802 also interconnect consumers, businesses and/or 
content providers. The control signaling connects using pro
tocols directly to consumers, businesses, and/or content pro
viders. The bearer between consumers, businesses, and/or 
content providers is connected through the Portal platforms 
802. 

30 nect to the Controller 1000 and Portals 1002. The best-effort 
internet is bypassed completely for any high quality broad
band connections. In addition, all provisioning, element man
agement and routing is managed at the Controller 1000, and is 
visible via a remote connection. Furthermore, the Controller 

35 supports flexible charging arrangements that can be based on 
any combination of or single element of service type, time 
elapsed, codec type and bandwidth used on the network; and 
this can be billed for either after the session has terminated, or 
in real-time through a pre-paid billing mechanism which 

In order to ensure quality, the Controller 800 inter-works 
with network protocols to dynamically provision a dedicated 
path, including required route and bandwidth, on demand 
through the network. The Controller 800 directs its associated 
Portal platform 802 to allocate local port resources, and then 
signals any destination party's Controller to reserve far-end 
resources. 

40 allows for termination of the session at any time based on 
available credit(s ). Originating and terminating party records 
are issued, or both, including information about route used for 
transport charging purposes. If users are connecting across 
regions, states, nations or carriers, the information is recorded 

45 for billing purposes. 

The Controller 800 enables each bandwidth on demand 
user, originator and terminator, to negotiate with the network. 
The negotiation includes information elements necessary to 
ensure an end-to-end video connection free from video codec 50 

conversion in the core if possible. This avoids interoperability 
issues between user systems, and enables all application end
points to communicate freely. 

Now referring to FIG. 9, the Controller 900 and Portals 
1102 can be physically located in the same location or in 55 

separate locations. The Controller 900 communicates and 
controls the portals 1102 via a link-the distance from the 
Controller 900 to the Portals 1102 can be close or very far. 
This allows network owners to optimize transmission utiliza
tion to keep high bandwidth traffic closest to the user, while 60 

centralizing routing, maintenance, operations and control 
functions in a single regional location. 

The invention takes distributed switching control concepts 
from the low-bandwidth voice domain, and extends them to 
the variable-bandwidth packet routing domain. Moreover, the 65 

Portal 902 is under the direct management of the Controller 
900. It only accepts traffic on its ports when authorized by the 

Now referring to FIG. 11, a Controller 1100 and Portal 
1102 serve the access networks at the access locations 1104. 
The Controller 1100 and Portal 1102 interconnect to each 
other and any other platforms 1106, which could be via exist
ing IP/MPLS routers 1108 and/or multiplexing equipment 
and/or any other transport mechanisms. In addition, the con-
sumers 1110, businesses 1112 and or content providers 1114 
are connected, for control signaling via path 1116 and via 
path 1118 for bearer path, directly to the Controller 1100 and 
Portal 1102 across the access domain. The Controller 1100 
includes I/O ports 1120, 1122, and 1124 connecting a signal-
ing/security function 1126 to a message distribution function 
1128 that handles distributing all control signaling to the 
subscriber data function 1130, session management function 
1132, routing/bandwidth admission and quality assurance 
management function 1134, and handles all functions includ-
ing billing/OA&M 1136, necessary for the broadband ser
vices to be dynamically connected and managed with quality. 
The Portal 1102 includes I/O ports 1138 on line cards 1140 
for the bearer connections, a switching matrix 1142 and a 
portal connectivity processing element 1144. The content 
services 1114 interconnects to the Controller 1100 and Portal 
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1102. The back-office provisioning, billing and element man
agement systems 1132 interconnect to the Controller 1100 
and Portal 1102. The best-effort internet 1146 is bypassed 
completely for any high quality broadband connections. 

8 
determining, by the controller, whether the connection 

should be terminated or allowed to continue; and 
instructing the portal, by the controller, whether to termi

nate or allow the connection to continue based on the 
step of determining. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein, if the connection is 
allowed to continue, the instructing includes a pre-set time 
limit. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the controller is associ
ated with a single class of service and wherein a service type 
of the request identifies the request as being of the single class 
of service and the request is routed to the controller based on 
the service type. 

The previous description of the disclosed embodiments is 
provided to enable those skilled in the art to make or use the 
present invention. Various modifications to these embodi
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art and 
generic principles defined herein may be applied to other 
embodiments without departing from the spirit or scope of the 10 

invention. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be 
limited to the embodiments shown herein but is to be 
accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles and 
novel features disclosed herein. 4. The method of claim 1 wherein the request is received by 

15 the controller based on signaling from a user to the controller. 
5. The method of claim 4 wherein the request is received 

from the user via one of a directory request, an Internet 
Protocol address, and a web page. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for providing bandwidth on demand compris

ing: 
6. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
identifying, by the controller, billing information of a user 

corresponding to the request for a high quality of service 
connection; and 

charging the user for the connection. 

receiving, by a controller positioned in a network, a request 
for a high quality of service connection supporting any 20 

one of a plurality of one-way and two-way traffic types 
between an originating end-point and a terminating end
point, wherein the request comes from the originating 
end-point and includes at least one of a requested 
amount of bandwidth and a codec; 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the charging may be 
25 based on at least one of a service type, an elapsed period of 

time, a codec type, and an amount of bandwidth used. determining, by the controller, whether the originating 
end-point is authorized to use the requested amount of 
bandwidth or the codec and whether the terminating 
end-point can be reached by the controller; 

directing, by the controller, a portal that is positioned in the 30 

network and physically separate from the controller to 
allocate local port resources of the portal for the connec
tion; 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein determining whether the 
originating end-point is authorized is based on information in 
a subscriber database. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the negotiating, by the 
controller, to reserve far-end resources on the terminating 
end-point includes negotiating with another controller asso
ciated with the terminating end-point. 

negotiating, by the controller, to reserve far-end resources 
for the terminating end-point; and 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the negotiating, by the 
35 controller, to reserve far-end resources for the terminating 

end-point includes negotiating directly with the terminating 
end-point. 

providing, by the controller to the portal, routing instruc
tions for traffic corresponding to the connection so that 
the traffic is directed by the portal based only on the 
routing instructions provided by the controller, wherein 
the portal does not perform any independent routing on 
the traffic, and wherein the connection extending from 
the originating end-point to the terminating end-point is 
provided by a dedicated bearer path that includes a 
required route supported by the portal and dynamically 
provisioned by the controller, and wherein control paths 45 

for the connection are supported only between each of 
the originating and terminating end-points and the con
troller and between the portal and the controller; and 

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the negotiating, by the 
controller, to reserve far-end resources for the terminating 

40 end-point includes negotiating a video codec for use with the 
connection to avoid video codec conversion between the 
originating and terminating end-points. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the connection is a 
point-to-point connection between only the originating and 
terminating end-points. 

receiving, by the controller, a notification from the portal 
that traffic on the connection has exceeded an authorized 

50 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein the connection is a 
point-to-multipoint connection between one of the originat
ing and terminating end-points and the other of the originat
ing and terminating end-points and at least one other end
point. 

limit; * * * * * 

ERIC-1003 
RPX/Ericsson v. Iridescent 

Page 16 of 16




